6                        SHORT STORIES
of stopping her in some narrow passage in the
house and trying to speak. Altogether, in the
life of every young man among our people, the
festival of lights is a festival of passing import-
ance.
I am of course referring to people of the old
way of life. What I say may not apply to people
of the new style who are too civilized to have the
needs and impulses of the life that we lived. The
boy and girl of these days will have spoken to
each other even before marriage. What would
they know of our way of life in which the exchange
of the first words was an event of first-rate
importance: like the establishment of friendly or
other relations between two sovereign states ?
Besides, for some reason, the grandeur of son-in-
law-dom has declined in these days. What else
would you expect ? A son-in-law nowadays does
not object to stay in his father-in-law's house for
a year together. How can* any fellow, though
never so young, be grand for a whole year?
Almost the only person who might fear him for an
entire year is the poor mother-in-law. If our
young fellows took the advice which their wives
give them indirectly in the days of the marriage
ceremony, they would not commit the mistake of
staying with their parents-in-law for such length